


THE POR®R LANDLADY 

Statements of ‘''Itnoases - Mrs, Mary E, BLEDSOE 

deposition . ■ ■ April 2, 1964, 6 H 400-2? 

Hiss Melody June Douthit was I-Irs. Bledsoe's accompanying attorney. 
Mrs. Bledsoe was divorced in 1925 and has lived for 24 years in a home 
from which she rents rooms, 621 N. Marsalis. She rented a room to ^swald 
who at tno time showed her a picture of his wife and child. 

She said she had just started renting rooms in September and kept 
her records on a calendar, that Oswald rented a room on the 4th, and 
then changed this to the ?th, but it turns out that "October of I963 
has been torn out," (p,4oi) 

She remembered that Oswald made two trips, the i'lrst with a duffel- 
bag and clothes on a hanger, but she doesn't remember the kind of bag 
he used on the second trip, doesn't remember its color, or material; her 
refrain is, "l didn't pay attention," (p,402) 

2he doesn't know how he carried it; he had no car but us;sd the 
bus which she saw hm take. She said, "of course, I had no i4a he was 
the kind of man he was'." He went to the grocei’y store and bought "some 
peanuo butter, some sardines, and some bananas and put it all in his 

room, except tne milk, and he ate there, ate in his room, I didn't like 
that either." (p,405) 

He stayed for 5 days, Iriaving paid for a week. On Monday and Tues- 
day, "he stayed home and went to bed, and stayed - I didn't pay any 
attention to him - » Not paying attention, she still knew that he went 
out at 9:30 Tuesday and carae home at 2:30. She then changed this to 
1:30. He stayed in his room from the time he got homo without leaving 
it until ’vvednosday. on ./ednesday she said he left about 9 o'clock and 
"looked very nice. Went off Monday about 2 o'clock." Ball brings her , 
back to '^odnesday and she agrees it was 'Wednesday and then he got back 
at 1:30. After his retm-n he used the telephone and then she says, "l ' ' 
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guess .it was -'/ednesday, but 1 ara sure it must have been '‘edneBday, " 

She resented his talking in a foreign language. Again he didn't go 
out the rest of the day or night, Thursday he went ov’t 10 or 10:30 
(p,40l;), 

± have i^uoteci this kind of trivia, which has taken up p full pages 
and ian*t finished, to show the kind of interest the Coimaission Ixad in 
Mrs. Bledsoe and the kind of person and witness she was. This is more 
space tnan was devoted to somo of the witnesses for tte ii’ entire testi- 
mony, rirs, Bledsoe* s testimony, if you'll excuse the expression, takes 
Pew ~ 

up 27 pages. Era of the important witnesses occupy that mxioh space. 

She keeps on intern:!pting Ball in a totally unnecessary reconstruction 
oi what she has said, because what she has said means nothing, to say 
I oidn*t like that, referring to his foreign language conversation 
and the same pliraso having to do with his interference with her nap, 

m ■ Of 

This repeated expression and her allegation having been pa/lng no 

/ 

attention ax‘e almost a rerrainj Althougb. she said she was paying no 
attention^ she said that on i'Viday ’’ho stayed in his room all day* 

eat* Ate what he had in his roora. St^ed in his room all day long.*^ 

What would she have known If she had paid attention? 

^acurday morning he lort with his bag, she doesn^t know which on© 

( I didn*t pay any attention^^ ) * bhe asked If he was gca ng to move, but 
he said he was just leaving for the weekend* (p*405) 

She said she told hlra bo move and whoa he asked for the ‘aiS dif- 
ference, she said I donH have it*'‘ 

At this point she bestifies about Ilarina’s pregnancy and, when 
asked, testified that Oswald hada^t told her ('“didn't tell rae anything*"), 
but that she had read it in the paper# 

She wasn*t even cautioned to restrict herself to what was her own 
knowledge* 



’kttUQ:a>Ui« 
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Sho keeps grurabling about him (''l didn’t like his attitude.”) 
and while she is allowed to rarabls, she just really had no complaint. 
All she did was say she didn’t like him. Prom this little sample of 
her testimony, I am cex’taln Oswald loft because ho Just couldn’t stand 
it anji more. 

Pi’om Hrs. Bledsoe’s description of herself, it is unlikely that 
she was without v2. 

After soiae more rarabling and nonsense with the rep/etition of 
the same refrain, they finally get to the point whore dswnld returned 
on Monday ,6or his remaining bag, the doscriptionof which, the size, 
the chai'acter of which she doesn’t remeniber ("X didn’t pay any a,tten- 
tion") and Ball asks when sho saw him again. Her roply was, ”;>/ell, I 
thoxight, »u'ell, ha is gone* and forgot it." Obviously, this was not. 
responsive, and Ball said, "But, before you go into that, I notice you 
have been reading from come notes before you." (p.i|,C7) Her r^ply was, 
"i-v'eH, bedause I forget what I have to say," 

Imagine that, X-arr^r, i’his is a witness who can’t remember and 
describes her testimony as "what I have to say." 

Ball asVrs, "Vhon did you make those notes?" and her reply is a 
rephrasing of his question. Her attorney, Hiss Doxxthit, Interrupts 
to say, ".;hs)x Mr, Bor-rels and I wore talking about her going to '..'asLilng- 
ton, he raadotho suggestion that she put all the things down on paper, 
because she might forgot somethiixg, (I ’ll leave out iiios DouttJLtt’a 
unnecessary and lengthy direct quotation of what she told Mrs. Blodsoe ’ 
to do) and that’s when she started making notes." 

It turnsout thi5j was during the past week, again at the suggestiorj 



of Sorrels of hhe Secret Service. Sho made no notes while Oswald vxas 



ere ("i didn’t pay any attention I 
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Agked to identify the foreign language in which Oswaldspoke, 
she said she dJ.dn’t know and asked if it was iipanish, she again said . 
no, then vdiile in the course of the third or fourth statoraent of she 
didn’t know, she said "l do, because the. girl is Spanish, but I don’t 
know whether he called hez’ or not," The Spanish gii^l turned out to 
be Mar.ln&, Then Ivva. Bledsoe said Maz’ina was liussian. She finally 
got dot-m to the simple triitk, "I don’t laiow, '* 

She says she saw Oswald again the day "of the parade" but, notes 
or no notes, she can’t z-’eniember when it was: "The 22d of - the next - 

22d of February ~ when was the parade?" Ball told her it was the 22nd 
of November, She was ve.ry happy to see the ^'resident. 

She doesn’t remember what bus she took, pi’esumably to go home. 

After a numbez’ of digressions, including how awfxilly crowded it was - 
Ball thinking she meant on the bus but she moaning outside the bus - 
she finally said the.re were about 10 people on teh bus, (p,408) 

Finally, with groat difficulty, she gets to the cznzeial part of 
her testimony: "And, after we got past Akard, at i'Iurp{J.y - I figured 

it out. Let’s see. I don’t know for sure, Oswald got on. He loo.ks 
like a maniac. His sleeve was out here (indicating). His shirt was 
undone," 

This she said was in roforeno© to a hole in his shiz’t, "and he 

was dirty, and 1 didn't look at him, I didn’t want to know I even seen 

him, and 5. Just looked off, and then about that time the motorman said 
the President had been shot the rest is more of hez* nonsensical 

trivia. 

She must have made o.ll these observations about Oswald while she k 
wasn’t^ looking at him. in about a half-page more of "testimony" she 
gets Oswald about halfway back inths bus (she was up in the fi’ont) on \ 
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fcho same side she wns on, biit doesn’t IrnotJ if Oswald looked her - 
"l don’t know. I didn't look at him. That is _ I was Just _ ho looked 
so bad in his face, and his face was so distorted.” 

fresTunabiy these observations were also facilitated by her not 
looking at him. 

It seems Incredlblo that Ball can even let it continue, but, as 
we know, it is Just beginning. She persists in sa7/-ing she didn't look 
at him, and then describos what she saw while she wasn't looking at 
him. 

The next thing she saw was "He had a broi'm shirt,” It was the 
right elbow that was torn. Asked, "iias the shirt open nr t-7ac It bnt> 
toned?" (p.ii-09) she x’oplisd, "Yos; all the buttons tom off." 

But she doesn’t know if ho had on anything beneath this shirt. 

She noticed the color of his pants, "they were gray, and they ware all 

ragged in here (indicating.)." This was in reference to the Waist soam. 

She / 

Finally gets Osvmld off the bus aftor saying it was "about throe 
or four blocks" after he got on. 

She said she didn’t pay any attention to the notorman giving Oswald 
a transfer, ''but I believe he did," She did not hear Oswald say anything 
to the raotormian, (Larry, when this first happened there were lurid ac- 
counts in the paper quoting her as saying Oswald laughed and was gleeful 
when ne told the notorman of the President’s assassination, I am alrcoslx^: 
positive of this, ) 

V 

Did she look at Oswald whon he got off the bus-? "No; I sure didn’t, 
I didn’t want to knotr hiw." 

- Ball wants to knovj if she thought she "got anotigh of a glimpse of 
him to be able to recognise, him'’" Sho was certain, but she didn’t look 
very carefully, not wanting to see him and hoping he didn’t see her - 
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which apparently he didn’t _ i.f she was there to be seen, Oswald, 
according to her, did not leave the iriiddlo exit but eame up to the 
front and went out past the Tnotorman. 

Nobody got off when Oswald did (p.klO), but then there was a 
woman v;ho was 'wo.rridd about getting to the train and Mrs, Bledsoe has 
her first gctiftng off four and then after '^swald did, but she also 
said, in the rambling way in which she is never once interrupted, "but 
we still didn’t Imow the resident had been killed She then rambles 

incomprehensibly, again without intertiuption, I mean, Larry, if this 
woman had a certification fi’om hhe insane asylxKn guaranteeing she was 
insane and she rambled, she*d make Just as much sense as Mrs. Blodose 
did. 

Larry, as I began to read this so-called testimony, I began to 
get a picture of a strange old talkative lady who wanted some more to 



ling and all of that she is, but in addition to that she Just Isn’t 
rational. She doesn’t remember almost anything she is asked, or she 
didn’t pay attention, she doesn’t remember anybody knocking at the door 



to get on the bius, she doesn’t remember whether Oswald got on between \ 



She rambles longer than usual to answer the question, when she 
first notified the police about believing she’d seen Oswald, and says 
she had listened and paid no attention to all the accounts "about Mr. 
Tippen" <^rslc) and "didn’t dawn on me"; the rest is non sequitur, but 
what sho meant was that this was the same Oswald, All she wanted to 
hear about wss the Presidnet; and they kept talking about this boy 



own 



if 

But as I go throi^gh It, 



,/ 



talk about in her/circle of friends, if any. But 
I become ccn vlnced that she Jrist is not rational 



'Talkative and ramb- 
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Oswald end had on p. brown shlrb, end all of a sudden, well, I declare 



I believe that this was this boy, and his name was Oswald - that is - 
give me his right name, yon knew, and so, abutt an hour my son came 
home, and I told him, and he irmaedlatoly called the police and told 
them, because ue.jjanted to do all we could, and so, I went down the 
next night. Ho took me dow., and I made a statement to thorn, what 
kind of - Secret Service man or something down there. "(p,)'.12) 

Tho police apparently had more sense and didn’t show her the 
linet^. They showed her picturos. On© can only guess, b 7 jt my grioss 
v-rauld bo no pictures other than that of Oswald, Hhe began by saying 
a man at the police station showed her a picture of Oswald; when asked 
his name, she eppllod, "l am so bad abiout names,” ^nd then asked 
whether there was one or more than one man, she replied, "Oh, about a 
dozen." She apparently reveled in the attention she got and specified 
there were "Two Secret Service man, and two to do this, and oli, I had 
interviewed about 9 or 10 or 12, plenty of them, " 

Ball shows her Conmiission Exhibit 1,90 and before he can toll her 
what It is, she interrupts to say, "That is it." Ball still tries to . 
get on the record his Identification and sho keeps interrupting with \ S 
the same refrain, "That is it," a total of three times, after which Ball\ 
asks her what she mcRtis by "that is it?" and sho replied, "Because they X 



brought it out to hhe hotee and sliored it." 

One wonders whether the police asked her or told her. (p,'.a2) 
Ball persists In trying to get an answer and twice in the next 



was Drought out to her, at this point sho says by "some Secret Service 
man," 




question asks her about "that is it", and all she can say is that It 



By this time Ball must have thought he was ready to sew it up; 
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"Mr. BqII, It !:as brou^^lit out by tbo 3ocret Sorvlco i/iun and 
shown to yoti? 

Mrs. Bledsoe, Yes/ 

Mi*. Ball. Had you ever soon the shirt boforo tha.t? 

Mrs, Bledsoe, ’veil - 

Mr. Ball. Have you*:' 

Mrs, ^ledsoe. No; ho had It on, though." (p.li.13) 

Although she had said she iiad never soon the shart boi’oro, she 
repeats several times thfet Oswald had it on ulion she saw hiiu. 3o Ball 
asks her, "What is there about the shirt that makes you beliovo that 
this is the shirt that Oswald had on when ho was on the hue?" Oho looks 
at the shl^t and sf^''s, "Ygs. See all this (indicating)? I remember that*' 

"Mir. Ball. Tell me uhat you see tboro‘? 

Mrs. Bledsoe. .1 saw the _ no; not so much that. It i/as done after 



- that is the part I recognize moi’e than anything. / 

Mr^ Ball. You are pointing to a hole in hhe righb olbbw? 

Mrs?. Biedi^oo* Too.-- 

Hr. Ball, vfhat about; the color? \ 

Biedaoo. Well^ I do you nieauv 

Mr. Ball, vvoll - 
Mr 3. Blod^^oe, t^/hon he had it on? 



Mr. Ball. Yod. 

Hrs. Dlodooo. Bero2?e he uar. shot? Yooj 1 rcjmember it being brotm. 
Mr, Ball, You I'eneraber the shirt boing br*ov/i?, ..'ae it this color*^ 
Hrv^, Biorbsoo* Yes; it ;;as that cclor.” 

Plaintively, painstakingly, Bal3. or-q^laino to her, in toxTrio of coUw 
vinciiig hira, that she '‘mist say it is that 7/ou bo?_ievo thia is the 

shirt and, of oottrso, ho has to got aruund her blanket denial that 
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that she bad eve.v seea tho shirt boforo tho police shot-red it to horj 

",'lrs, Bledsoe. -•Voll, I would say it was. That hole - 

I'ir, Ball, tv'ostly tho hole in tho rlfjht aloevo? 

\ 

Mrs, ®led?.oe, Tes. 

Mr. -^all, >»hafc about tho color? 

Mra. Bledsoe. Yea; I remember the color. 

Mr, Ball, That is a similar color, isn’t it? 

Mrs, Bledsoe, Noj sains color, 

Mr, Ball, Saxiie color? 

Mj’s. Bledsoe. Uh.huh. 

Mr, Ball. You think that is the shirt? 

Mrs. Bledsoe. Yes; it is tho shirt, 

Mr, Ball. Had you over seon him wear this shirt boi’oro, -.ihon he 
was around yov.r house? 

Mrs, Bledsoe, No, jf 

Mr. Ball, First tims you over saw tho shirt was when you sae him 
on the bus? 

Mi*s, Blddsoe. lUi^huh.” (p.l).13) 

Ball then shows her Inhibits 156 and 15^7, described in the table 
oY contents oB Vol, Xl'x as ''rnen*s gray cotton slacks’’. He asks, ’'Havo 
you ever seen either one of these before?" Bhe roje.cbs 13'7 and about 
lt>6, apparently finding the one thing by ijhich she had alrea.djf said she 
could ident.lfy it not there, said, 

"Mrs. Bledsoe, That must have boon it, but seemed like it was 
ragged up at tho top. 

Mr, nail, nut, you thixik 1 .!j 6 maj have been the paii' of pants he , 

had on? 



Mrs. Bledsoe. Yes 
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Mr, Ball, You think 1^7 - don’t pay any attention to the fact 
. that it ia c\it up - does 157 look anythinij like the pants ho hs.i on? 

Mrs, Bledsoe. Wo; i don’t - 

Mx‘, Ball, You don’t think so? 

Mrs. Bledsoe. Wo, sir,” (p.lil^) 

Bo Mrs, Bledsoe’s basis or identli’yins the pa.nts I’aa th.at tljore 
were only two pair/ohe was shovin, and if it was the first, it had to 
be the second. 



As this point Ball gave up and tui'ned the ciusstioning over to 



klr, Jemier. denner goes back to the very beginning when Ostmld rented 
the roorti Mrs, Bledsoe. She doesn’t retaernber anything at all about 

how Oswald looked except he looked clean. Of course, she "paid no 
attention," -vhen she interrupts lenner to digress, he t.ries to call 
her back to the subject he had in raind, (p,lj.ll},^ 

Jemier makes a lengthy explanation of why it is Important for 
her to identify the bag and taking his question, "Was it aippered^ 

How was it fastened?" ns a duo, she began by saying she didn’t know' ' 
and wound up by saying "but it seems to me it was, though." Butthen ' 
she decides, "l don’t know whether it was zippei-^d or not," in response \ 
to a question about the Katerial of which it wasrande. She persists 
again in saying, "l didn’t even look", dhen she goes off to tchat Oswald 
had on his oack, Jennei' says, "iJoy, would you mind if we stuck with the 
bag?" Ee has finally gotten ter to say it was 26 inches long by the 
simjjle expeaMoi'it of saying, "Yoxi nre indioo.ting about 26 inches?" He 



coulu build a description of anytdr^j that way. Be tui’ns to the shape, 
and she uWj.ce says she etrtuldn’t say and she p*.iid no attention, so he 
turns to !/hother or not it had a handle, and she says in reply twice 
in one response iihat she paid no attention, eiaphaslzlng it the second t.lme, 

(p.l;l5) 
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Sh6 ciIeo paid no atuontion to the cor.t hanr;Gi’s, 

Sh£> said that because she tras so nervous, Osu'ald trade it a note 



veniently the only one raissln^t- :&rotn the entire year. 

When Mias Douthlt interrupts to try and help things,. Jenner re. 
plies that "Mr, Robert ^p.vis of the attorney general's office of Texas 
has oorne in, and 1 em not seeking to press you, but we have some problems 
of the highest degree of exactitude that we can obtain. And at the risk 
of boring you, ^ wotfLd like to go back to that bag again," Mrs. Bledsoe 
had her rogular refrain, "Oh, that; I didn't pay much attention to it." 
But it doesn't stop Jennor, 

If tne Commission had had this kind of persistence wltfi some of 
the people who might have actually been witnesses and might have actually 
had something worthwhile to tell it, or with some of fchs people who were 
obviously dissembling, the results of the entire investigation'^ might 
have been moe?e fruitful. He asks her if it was resting on the porch, 
etc., and in her response she said, "l don't knew. I didn't pay . T 
don't know, couldn't tell you" and other similar phrases a total of 5 
times in one J,'.-line response. (p,i(.16) 

Fonetheless, she volunteered otherlnformatlon, such as that Oswald 
told her he was unoirroloyod, hoped to get a Job and to move then when ha\ 
brought his wife with him. 



The picture she saj.d was in a billfolxi, Jennor showed her an 
imidentified blllford, and she said It wasn’t that type. Perhaps from 



the billfobd for the Commission had Oswald's, 

Ahen Jennor says, "if you will Just stick to while you're at the 



on the Oct, page of her calendar, which as we have seen 



was so con- 




bhe Commission's point of Iriew, it's good that Jenner didn’t ldentl.fy 



door now," Mrs, Bledsoe, perhaps in protest 



says, "Well 



and is 
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interrupted by Jenner, who In turn :la interrupted by Mss I>outb.itt. 
(PJU7) Jenner .nakea further attempts to o.uestion her about the bag 
and gets a further sucoeasion of "didn't pay any attention". 

•.'/hon Jenner tries to find o)it^ since Mrs. Bledsoe said her son 
been i..., .he •‘^avy, if the son had a duffelbag, he couldn't find that 
out, but he found out a lot of other stuff, such as ..here the boy nae 

stationed, what he did, but nothing about the bag, so they go off the 
record for a while. 

But when they start talking about the clothes on the hanger, she 
has the same answer, "didn't pay any attention," (p.i|l 6 ) 

->hd had said that Oswald took ij.O Mnutes to get his second bag, 
but she doesn^t know how she kne-w when he returned unlessit was that 
ahe heaid cui.i ouoi.ing his milk In the refrigerator, but ha hadn't, as 
Jonner points out, gotten the milk, (p. 419 ) 

^aphaoizing then that "HoSf/, sticking^right to theta volr^i, when , 
did you become aware of the fact that heAhen back in your home, that 
Is, at that point?" with reference to Oswald's proeux-smont of Ms second 
bag, and Bledsoe said, "fhat ho - ho hadn't gotten the milk yet?" 

Jemaor agrees, and. she said, 'hvEll, I don't Icnow ... I didn't pay any ■, 

and sho/can't explain how she arrivoa at the .figu.rc of l-Q minuten. 

Then Bledsoe remembers Oswald had some boots, dhe doesn't A 

knew o whether these wex.. the first trip or the last trip, apparently 
forgetting she had said she didn’t see him retu.r>ning on the last trip, 
and after some t.alking back: and forth they evolved as described as 
l 0 A.,hoj. ooobS coning about 3 inches above otho nnklo, (r.,}\20) They were 
co.uo__ booos, bGathor-solad hut not hobnailed; then 

saya ho muat have tiw boota on tho nocona tr.lp, apparently for- 

eotting again that aha hadn't aeen him on the return from the aecond trip 
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and dad ali-eady tcatifled that ado hadn’t entor’ad hi.'? roori while he 
rented it beoavi.sa he wag supposed to ta’<:e oaro of it. 

As Jennor r-etuinir. to questions about “this acM.itionsl nx>tio3,e o.f 
luggage ... ’% ho doesn’t got a chance to finish it before Mra. Biedaoo 
interrupts with. “l didn’t pay any - ” and Jennor interrupts her to say, 
’’Please, As compared with this canvas bag, blue in color, that you liust 
told rr.e abc’at?” .'ir-s, Bledsoe is .persistent, answering negatively raid 
getting -in her “l didn’t pay no attention to It at all," Jennsr starts 
to ask her a question, but sho interrupts, and she doesn’t got a chance 
to finish bcfo.re he interrupts, and all they can docido between them, is 
that it wasn’t a suitcase. I!p,).i21) 

liLssBouthltt Interrupts and spends about a third of a page patiently 

telling i'rs. Bledsoe to take her time snd not pay any attention to ques- 

tikons, and so forthj just thlni« about what happened as she saw it and 

try to recall 5.t, At the end of the lengthy exTilanation, 'Cra, /Bledsoe’ s 

reply i.o, "iJoll, I am getting tired," Miss Douthitt, still trying to 

be helpful, sa.ld, "All he wants is the truth Mrs. Bledsoe, appar- 

with 

ently recalling her inomorandurQ pursuant to the conversation s±?iti the 
Secret Serv.ice -man, sya ssys, "we haw said most everything.” V/hen Miss 
Douthitt again tries to explain, Mrs, Bledsoe interrupts to say, ”l aro 

ru 

getting tired, because I havw had a stroke, you. see." .*.nd that was 
but they don’t g.ivo tho old lady any rest. Miss Doubh.ttt .resumes the 
queationinf; on behalf of tho Coniralssion and when Kiss DQ-athitt tells 
ber to juat it in hei* ovm words, t-rtthont any questions, -ra* ^lodsoe 
says, rathor aslrod, because « ” Mas I^outhitfc Inter^r 

rupts her, but aocomplisbos nothinr^* Mrs. Bledsoe's reply sa.id nothing 
at all and ia well lardod with "l don*t !cnow’\ 

At one point during Hiss Dcuthitt's lengthy labors on behalf of 
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the Commission, she said, ”.,,Ma 2 ?y, pardon me, I am not - this is not 
for the record." But Jenner said, "iToj that*s fine, leave it on the 
record. So Miss Douthitt spends 3-1/2 pages acting as assistant coun- 
sel for the commission, (p.422) Finally, in the middle of p.425, poor 

Miss Douthitt turned to Jenner and with nothing to show for her labors, 

„ thought 

apologized, saying, I am sorry, but I ihHnhgx± in - I might help you," 
Jenner then asked if Oswald made a telephone call on October 8 and 
Ph?s, Bledsoe, even after that broad hint, cannot make a meaningful re- 
sponse. 

Finally when told that the Secret Service and FBI, after inter- 
viewing her, had made notations that she recalled Oswald called his wife 
on Monday afternoon, she first says, ”Uh-huh", and when asked if it 
refreshed her recollection, said, "iVell, I guess he did, uh-huh, " But 
she had already testified she had no idea who Oswald was speaking to 
in a foreign language. 

But ensuing questioning leads to nothing except more confusion, 
(p. 425 ) They apparently are tying to get the old gal to say that in 
this foreign language conversation, Oswald was angiy. 

Apparently going on the assumption thatnothing succeeds like 
failure, Jenner switches the subject: 

Mr, Jenner . Was there ever an occasion when you saw him in pos- 
session, either in his room, or carrying a long object wrapped in paper 
or a blanket or - 

Jb?s, Bledsoe, No, 

Mr, Jenner. Or something as long as 4^ Inches long? 

Mrs, Bledsoe, No, 

?irr. Jenner. Seven or eight inches wide? 

Mrs. Bledsoe, Didn»t have anything like that with him. 



15 - Bledsoe 

Mr, Jenner. Anything that you thought could be curtain rods or 

Mrs, Bledsoe, Ufa- huh, 

Mr, Jenner, Or shades that are on the spring, did he ever have 
package that looked as thotigh that sort of thing might be contained in 
it? 

Mrs, Bledsoe, No, 

Mr, Jenner, You saw nothing of that nature in his room? 

Mrs, Bledsoe, No,” (p,k2$) 

Again she spaats talking about Marina's coming child and is 
stopped upon her admission this is not of her own knowledge. Suddenly 
Mrs, Bledsoe returns to the foreign language conversation and says 
that in her opinion (for which she cites no reason) the call was from 
a man, and then changes her mind to say ”l don't know, so, didn't say 
that, because I don't know, but I never did say anything about it," 

At this point, Mr, Jenner says, "l believe that's about all I /have," 
Mrs, Bledsoe again tells them she is tired. She grumbles abbut it. 
Upon Miss Douthltt's assurance that lira, Bledsoe can waive signing the 
deposition, the Coranisslon asks if they may, Mrs, Bledsoe says, "Yes," 
and I can only imagine how happy they all were that it was all over, 

vtfhy the Commission wasted so much time and energy in what from 
the outset was clear could be nothing except a debasijig, fruitless and 
abusive (considering the old woman* s age and health) search for infor- 
mation the witness couldn't possibly have, I cannot understand. The 
record makes clear that, no matter what she said, she couldn't be de- 
pended upon. She has none of the characteristics of a witness except 
thtt she breathes and makes sounds, I Just cannot possibly imagine the 
importance of getting a description of a bag that Oswald may or may not 
have had and to have placed Oswald in Mrs, Bledsoe's home - what in the 
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world difference did that make in any event? 

No honest msui could ever refer to Mrs, Bledsoe* a testimony after 
all the dozens and dozens of occasions on which she said she didn't 
know, coTxLdn't remember, wasn't interested, didn't see, etc. But es- 
pecially, why did they persist on something that was not only inconse- 
quential, but was not in any way related to the assassiantion? Why 
did they ruin, for nobody can possibly pay any attention to an^ything 

Mrs, Bledsoe said, what chance they had of getting people to believe 

shirt 

her Identification of the and/y^r Oswald? It is clear that Oswald 

showed no signs of recognizing Mrs, Bledsoe, It is likewise clear that 
the police didn't trust her in a lineup. And boy, did they have some 
weak ones to observe the llneiq>sj And the police didn't trust her to 
pick out the shirt from a groiq) of shirts (I believe once she referred 
to the police and the other time to the Secret Service)^/ They took one 
shirt out to her, and that blew up in theCommission's face despite her 
repetition of the statement, this is the shirt ^swald was wearing, when 
she said she hadn't seen it until hhe police showed it to her. 

And the pants? If her testimony has any value at all, and I be- 
lieve it is totally valueless except as an Indictment of the police and 
the Commission, it proves that Oswald was not the man she saw because 
neither of the pairs of trousers they showed her had the worn mark by 
which she Identified him in them, 

Larry, even after all the incredible things I have seen in these 
transcripts and exhibits, even after I had long reached the conclusion 
that this was a deliberately dishonest Job, I am still shocked at this 
interrogation, the only thing approximating a real interrogation I have 
yet seen, and I cannot see what real value it would have served and tn 
the light of the fact thatthls was an old lady who had had a stroke and 
who repeatedly complained of being tired. 



